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Disclaimers – Giving advice to my younger me 



My perspective on key strategies for a successful ERC proposal

• High Risk/Gain, Significant, 
and Innovative

• Two parts: B1 (5 p), B2 (15 p)
• Build your network

• Professionals: panelists, ERC 
winners

• Non-professionals: important 
for communicating clearly and 
effectively, both in writing and 
in interviews

• Grant coordinator

Start writing your 
ERC grant

Deadline
= Submission

Preparation

Veronika
Mikitova

Gage
Crump
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Fabian et al, unpublished

Deliver clear a message of novelty
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Discovery: The Phe/Tyr degradation outside the liver
Previously: Solely in the liver



Demonstrate that your project extends beyond the scope of your field.
Beyond basic biology: clinically important conditions
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Preston et al., 2017

spine



Zebrafish hgd mutant recapitulates darkening of the skeleton
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Articular cartilage
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Fabian et al., unpublished



Hypothesis: Cells in outer periosteum degrade the 
Phe/Tyr locally and function as NICHE cells
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Stem 

cells

Outer periosteum 

= NICHE cells

Fabian et al., 2022

New synthesis



Enhance the reader's experience of your proposal 
by employing suitable language and incorporating 
relevant figures



Godspeed with your project!
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